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The law in Guernsey in relation to children is largely governed by 'The Children (Guernsey & Alderney) Law, 2008'. This law came into
force on 4th January 2010 and is the most comprehensive overhaul of child law in the Bailiwick for over twenty years.

The 2008 Law sets out general principles and provides a child welfare checklist setting out the particular factors that will be considered
by the Court in any dispute regarding children.

The new law also creates a new order called 'parental responsibility' and changes the terminology of the various orders available in
relation to children. What used to be called 'care & control' is now referred to as a 'residence order'. 'Access' is now termed 'contact'
and there are new orders called 'specific issue' and 'prohibited steps'. Applications for these orders are made under Paragraph 17 of
the Child Law and are sometimes referred to as Section 17 Orders or private law proceedings.

The 2008 Law also covers what used to be called care proceedings and public law proceedings. These proceedings are largely dealt
with by the creation of a new tribunal system called The Child, Youth & Community Tribunal.

Here we deal with the general principles and the orders available in relation to private law proceedings.

The guiding principle of the new law is that the welfare of the child is paramount. In practical terms, this means that the welfare of the
child is the single most important factor in making any decision about his future.

The law sets out the general principles, which include the following:

http://www.guernseylegalresources.gg/article/94046/Children-Guernsey-and-Alderney-Law-2008
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child is the single most important factor in making any decision about his future.

The law sets out the general principles, which include the following:

The law provides a specific list of the matters to be taken into account by the Court in making any decision relating to a child:

For details of the various orders available to the Court in private law proceedings, see Orders available.

Applications for parental responsibility, residence, contact, specific issue and prohibited steps orders can be made either to the
Magistrate's Court or to the Royal Court.

If there are divorce proceedings then the application should be issued in the Royal Court.

If parties are married but there are no divorce proceedings, then the application can be issued in either the Royal Court or the
Magistrate's Court.

If the parties are not married, then the application should be issued in the Magistrate's Court.

Both the Royal Court and the Magistrate's Court can transfer proceedings to the other Court if appropriate.

Whilst there are some procedural differences between the Royal Court and the Magistrate's Court, the basic procedure is the same.
For a pictorial version of what happens on an application regarding children, see Flow chart of applications relating to children.

https://www.collascrill.com/knowledge-documents/guides/flow-chart-of-applications-relating-to-children/
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