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This is part of a series of guides in which we examine areas of law that frequently arise in practice. Further guides will be released
weekly; click here to subscribe to receive Collas Crill news and insights by email.

Why have reserved powers?

Settlors can sometimes be uncomfortable to part with their hard earned cash or give up the day-to-day management of a company that
is to be held in a trust. Therefore some settlors wish to retain a level of control over assets that they transfer to a trustee to be held on
trust.

These controls are what we refer to as 'reserved powers' and settlors can deploy them to assist in achieving their wealth planning
objectives and to assist in allaying any fears that they may have once their assets have been transferred to their trustee to be held on
trust.

Where is Guernsey's reserved powers legislation?

Guernsey's reserved powers legislation is contained in section 15 of The Trusts (Guernsey) Law, 2007 (Trust Law). This legislation
provides an increased legal certainty for 'reserved powers trusts' or 'settlor-directed trusts' (as they are sometimes known) ensuring
that, despite the settlor (or other person) retaining control over the assets, the trust is not necessarily invalidated.

Who can be a reserved power holder?

The Trust Law allows for the reservation of powers to non-trustees. This allows powers to be reserved by:

any other person

What powers can be reserved?

Section 15(1) of the Trust Law provides that the reservation or grant by the settlor (whether to the settlor or to any other person) of any
or all of the following powers or interests does not invalidate a trust:

https://www.collascrill.com/subscribe/


www.collascrill.com

BVI | Cayman | Guernsey | Jersey | London

This note is a summary of the subject and is provided for information only. It does not purport to give specific legal advice, and before acting, further advice should always
be sought. Whilst every care has been taken in producing this note neither the author nor Collas Crill shall be liable for any errors, misprint or misinterpretation of any of the
matters set out in it. All copyright in this material belongs to Collas Crill.

August 2021

This is part of a series of guides in which we examine areas of law that frequently arise in practice. Further guides will be released
weekly; click here to subscribe to receive Collas Crill news and insights by email.

Why have reserved powers?

Settlors can sometimes be uncomfortable to part with their hard earned cash or give up the day-to-day management of a company that
is to be held in a trust. Therefore some settlors wish to retain a level of control over assets that they transfer to a trustee to be held on
trust.

These controls are what we refer to as 'reserved powers' and settlors can deploy them to assist in achieving their wealth planning
objectives and to assist in allaying any fears that they may have once their assets have been transferred to their trustee to be held on
trust.

Where is Guernsey's reserved powers legislation?

Guernsey's reserved powers legislation is contained in section 15 of The Trusts (Guernsey) Law, 2007 (Trust Law). This legislation
provides an increased legal certainty for 'reserved powers trusts' or 'settlor-directed trusts' (as they are sometimes known) ensuring
that, despite the settlor (or other person) retaining control over the assets, the trust is not necessarily invalidated.

Who can be a reserved power holder?

The Trust Law allows for the reservation of powers to non-trustees. This allows powers to be reserved by:

any other person

What powers can be reserved?

Section 15(1) of the Trust Law provides that the reservation or grant by the settlor (whether to the settlor or to any other person) of any
or all of the following powers or interests does not invalidate a trust:

What are the responsibilities of a reserved power holder?

The Trust Law (at section 15(2)) clarifies the position that the holder of any reserved power under section 15(1) does not make the
holder of the power or interest a trustee or (subject to the terms of the trust) impose any fiduciary duty on the holder.

Is a trustee liable for the actions of a reserved power holder?

The Trust Law (at section 15(2)) confirms that the reservation, grant or exercise of a reserved power does not of itself render any
trustee liable in respect of any loss to trust property. Section 15(3) further clarifies that a trustee who acts in compliance with any valid
exercise of a reserved power is not acting in breach of trust by reason only of compliance with such power.

Can too many powers be reserved?

In practice, many advisers suggest that if a settlor reserves too many powers, there is a risk that the trust will fail (or, at least, be more
open to challenge) because the trust will not have the 'irreducible core' of obligations that are required in order for the trust to be valid.

However, section 15(1) of the Trust Law makes it clear that a settlor (or other person) can reserve 'all or any' of the powers listed in the
statute. Therefore, notwithstanding the hesitance to reserve too many powers, the black letter of the law does state that reserving 'all'
the statutory powers does not invalidate a Guernsey trust.

Despite the use of the word 'all' it is still advisable, in order to mitigate the risk of the validity of the trust being questioned, that a settlor
only chooses those powers that they need in order to feel comfortable with their control levels over any trust. There are jurisdictions that
do not recognise reserved powers in the same way as Guernsey, for example, where the validity of a trust with extensive reserved
powers may more likely be challenged.

Other considerations to be made

For various tax related reasons it may not be suitable for a settlor (or other person) resident in certain jurisdictions to have any reserved
powers. Furthermore, from a FATCA and CRS perspective, consideration should be given to who might be a 'reportable person' should
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there be reserved powers under a trust.

About this guide

This guide gives a general overview of this topic. It is not legal advice and you may not rely on it. If you would like legal advice on this
topic, please get in touch with one of the authors or your usual Collas Crill contacts.

About Collas Crill

We are a leading offshore law firm. We are easy to do business with and give practical advice to overcome tough challenges. Through
our network of offices, we practise British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Guernsey and Jersey law.
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