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Important changes to Guernsey's Document
Duty Law

September 2020

The States of Guernsey has recently brought into force the Document Duty (Guernsey) Law, 2017 (Amendment) Ordinance. 2020 (the
Amendment).

The Amendment introduces new 'exempt transactions' (transfers of real property that are exempt from document duty) under the law.

Prior to the introduction of the Amendment, any transfer of real property from an individual to a company would have attracted
document duty on that property's market value, regardless of whether the ultimate beneficial ownership of that property had changed or
not.

With the Amendment in force, the law now provides that transfers of property by individuals into companies (of which they are the
beneficial owner of all of the shares) are exempt transactions and will not attract document duty.

The Amendment also clarifies a number of transfers made by trustees that shall be considered as exempt transactions.

For further information, or to discuss how the Amendment may affect you, please contact a member of the Guernsey property team.
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For more information please contact:

Harry Round
Associate // Guernsey
t:+44 (0) 1481 734822 // e:harry.round@collascrill.com

Jason Green
Senior Partner // Guernsey
t:+44 (0) 1481 734216 // e:jason.green@collascrill.com

Paul Nettleship
gf Partner // Guernsey
0 t:+44 (0) 1481 734200 // e:paul.nettleship@collascrill.com
p? Adrian Northey

Head of Conveyancing // Guernsey
’ t:+44 (0) 1481 734208 // e:adrian.northey@collascrill.com
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