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As published in the September edition of Business Brief.

Confronting your own mortality is an intimidating topic and certainly one most people don’t always want to address. However, the laws
of inheritance in the Channel Islands are far from straightforward and there can be serious consequences for people who fail to plan
ahead. Those consequences may not affect you but will most definitely impact those closest to you.

With most of us owning at least one valuable asset (your home, your money, your car!), do you really want to leave things to chance?
That's a pretty big gamble to take.

So are you really sure you know what will happen to your assets when you die? How many times have you heard stories from other
people about what has or hasn't happened when someone has died. There are so many "old wives tales" in circulation that it's difficult
to know what's real and what's not.

With record numbers of challenges to estates reaching the UK High Court last year, and more people become wise to the possibility of
challenging Channel Island estates, "times have changed, it's not like the old days, when we can do anything we want". Gambling is
no longer an option.

Where individuals die without a Will, families are often shocked by the intricacies of our legal systems.

Did you know:
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Did you know:

Do you really want your loved ones to have to spend significant amount of time trying to obtain access to assets which they could easily
inherit under a Will? Although Jimi Hendrix died in 1970, the battle over his estate raged on for more than 30 years for one simple
reason: Hendrix left no will regarding the distribution of his estate.

We've made reference to several well known names above but these principles don't just apply to the rich and famous. Over the years
we've had to deal with many cases of intestacy, nearly all of them despondent and hardly beneficial to those people left behind:

So many times we hear, "we've meant to make a Will before now but we've never really got round to it". Doesn't that seem a somewhat
careless approach to take to assets which you've worked so hard to accumulate? As Don Vito Corleone once said, "It's an old habit. I
spent my life trying not to be careless -- women and children can be careless, but not men."

So let us make you an offer that you can't refuse. Why leave your estate to chance? Think about your assets, your family and your
wishes. Ensure that you plan for the future. "I don't like to gamble but if there's one thing I'm willing to bet on, it's myself".
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